
Dear friends, Dear parishioners,

You’re reading this new number of Courrier NDF 
during Lent. We’re invited to spend 40 days 
preparing to celebrate Easter, the victory of Christ 
over evil and death. It takes time to welcome 
something that goes beyond what we can imagine 
and exceeds our deepest hopes: life wins out, love 
is stronger...

Traditionally the church proposes three things – 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. This is a way of 
preparing our heart and body to live Easter. 

Fasting. This is a means of simplifying your life 
and of getting back in control. It could be, that we 
sort out how to feed ourselves more simply, buying 
foodstuffs with an eye on the integrity of creation, 
cutting down on plastic packaging, keeping an eye 
on the carbon footprint of the products we buy.  

Almsgiving. We meet Christ in the poor. The young 
Francis of Assisi experienced a conversion when he 
embraced a leper. A poor unfortunate who inspired 

fear had become a brother. Concretely, you might 
find it possible to help the homeless at the Night 
Shelter or in the Sandwich Service, or the refugees 
by supporting the Notre Dame Refugee Centre.  

Prayer. Lent is a good time to kick start your prayer 
life. There are Apps that provide daily access to the 
Word of God. I would suggest two: carême dans la 
ville and Notre Dame du web. These are means of 
developing your prayer life and of making contact 
with the Word of God. What about starting a prayer 
group with a few neighbours, or arranging to meet 
some friends at Mass?  

Those are a few ideas. If you have any others, don’t 
hesitate to share them with other people...  I’d like 
to wish you a really good Lent. I was touched by the 
young couples who are preparing for marriage. The 
young woman told me how she wanted to spend 
some days in retreat so as to appreciate the blessing 
of her marriage. She really got it – the gift is there, 
we just have to accept it.

Pascal Boidin SM.
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Do you know  
the ‘Charlie’s Angels’  

of Notre Dame de France?  
They take care of the  

day-to-day parish work  
at Notre Dame de France and 

together they look  
to its smooth running,  

alongside the Marist team.

Gwénaëlle
Gwénaëlle is our parish secretary. 
This is a rather old-fashioned 
description of a key role. When 
somebody rings Notre Dame 
de France, the first person they 
speak to is Gwénaëlle. Whatever 
a person is looking for, and the 
variety of requests that come in 
is extraordinary, they need an 
attentive ear. They get that with 
her. She always gives them time 
and yet she still manages to keep 
a smile however long her to do 
list might be.

Margot
Margot takes care of IT and for 
processing the parish collections 
and Gift-Aid on the computer 
system. She’s always ready 
to share her expertise when 
people have computer-related 
questions. And if she doesn’t 
have the answer immediately, 
she knows where to find it. 
Her patience is legendary, her 
laughter inimitable.

A Concert for PSE 
Organising the Epiphany concert has been a real 
pleasure. It wasn’t just the marvellous collaboration 
between the two choirs, the thrill of conducting at 
a concert for the first time in my life, and the talent 
of the musicians. I was also delighted to be raising 
funds for PSE (Pour un Sourire d’Enfant). The charity 
is dear to my heart. It helps educating needy children 
in Cambodia. Three years ago I worked as a volunteer 
there for a summer and I saw how effective their 
beautiful work is in the schools at Phnom Penh, Siam 
Reap, and Sihanoukville. Kindness and happiness 
everywhere.

I hope to do another concert soon! (Hint: probably in 
September)

Alexanne

Hello and Goodbye! 
Friday 14th of February was a day of celebration 
at Notre Dame de France. The focus wasn’t on St 
Valentine’s Day but on saying Goodbye to Sarah 
Hughes (in blue on the right) and wishing her all the 
best for her retirement after more than five years as 
the Director of the ND Refugee Centre.

It was also an opportunity to welcome Shaku Williams 
(in a floral top, on the left) who took over from Sarah 
on 12th February. Shaku has a long experience 
working with refugees. An Indian from Uganda, her 
family had to flee the regime of Idi Amin Dada.
A group of volunteers from the Refugee Centre, the 
Marist team, volunteers and staff members of Notre 
Dame de France joined in welcoming her and wishing 
her all the best for her new mission.
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The Week of Christian Unity
A Hebrew Bible on loan from a Protestant church to 
a Catholic one is certainly a sign of friendship and 
unity. It isn’t every day that such a Bible is on display 
for a week in a chapel decorated by Jean Cocteau, 
but that’s what happened. It was really a privilege 
to be able to admire close-up this beautiful book 
and to learn more about it when it was returned to 
the Protestant church in the person of Bénédicte 
Fougier. She recounted the history of the book, and 
I remember how moved I was as I re-closed the glass 
doors of the chapel after her departure.  

Philippine

This Hebrew Bible, printed in Basle in 1618, contains 
books written before Christ era. 
Until the 15th and 16th centuries, the Christian 
knowledge of its texts was essentially based on Greek 
and Latin translations with the Septuagint dating as 
far back as the 2nd century BCE and supplemented 
by texts directly written in Greek and later on the 
Vulgate of Saint Jerome in the 4th century AD.
The Vulgate translated by Saint Jerome from Hebrew 
and Greek texts into understandable Latin was the 
authoritative Bible in the Christian world before the 
Protestant Reformation. It includes more books than 
the Hebrew Bible itself.
The interest on the Hebrew texts increased with the 
Renaissance and the development of humanism in 

the modern period (start of the 16th century) and 
their translation and interpretation became a field 
of knowledge which grew with the development of 
the printing press. And more people had access to 
the texts. There was a veritable explosion of Hebrew 
scholarship between 1500 and 1550.
At the same time, Protestant reformers emphasised 
the importance of the Old Testament study, by 
considering the Old and New Testaments as 
two coherent and equally important parts of the 
revelation carried by the birth of Christ.
It is in this context that the Protestant Reformation 
will only retain in the Old Testament the books of 
the Hebrew and that several Protestant scholars will 
endeavour to promote the study of the Hebrew texts 
and publish Christian editions of Hebrew Bibles.

Bénédicte

 

Sara
Sara has been managing the 
accounts with an expert eye for 
17 years. She loves figures but 
nothing escapes her! We’d have a 
hard job finding anything like her 
unique combination of patience, 
kindness, professionalism, and 
devotion to the parish. Along 
with Sylvia, she’s been following 
a course in French for three years, 
to improve her knowledge of the 
language of Baudelaire and to 
get a handle on our culture.
 

Sylvia 
Sylvia looks after the physical 
infrastructure of the Notre 
Dame de France Trust. She has 
made a fine art of multitasking. 
Her movement up and down 
the stairs each day, and the 
number of steps she makes 
probably amount to a daily half 
marathon! She never stops, she 
runs everywhere, and does in a 
day what would normally take (at 
least) two days… or a week!

Philippine
Philippine is a bit like the 
conductor of an orchestra. She 
makes sure that the members of 
the team have everything they 
need for their work and their 
mission. She is also Secretary 
of the Notre Dame de France 
Trust and of the Notre Dame 
Refugee Centre. As well as 
coordinating the music, she is a 
keen photographer.
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Finances at Notre Dame de France

Every year we give you an overview of our finances. 
Receipts for the year ending 31/08/2019 came to 
£580,865. Expenditure came to £556,769. There is a 
surplus of £24,096. However, we invested £294,472 
on the refurbishment of the Presbytery (fourth fifth 
and sixth stories). In order to do this, we had to draw 
on our reserves.

Some general comments on the accounts and future 
needs:

1.  Our financial situation is healthy. Trust rent 
income yields one third of our receipts, with the 
remaining two thirds are generated in our parish 
community. We used our reserves to finance the 
works of refurbishment of the Presbytery. We 
will have to build up these reserves again for any 
future projects.

2.  We have lost some parishioners because of Brexit. 
The contributions from the chaplaincy are about 
£10,000 down. The number of those preparing for 
marriage has also gone down.. 

3.  Only 14% of the monies received in the parish 
collections benefit from Gift-Aid, unlike 60% for 
other donations. If gift aid donations also reached 
60%, this would mean an extra £7600. If you pay 
tax in the UK, Gift-Aid is an easy way of helping 
us.

4.  We need your help this year to help paying for 
new lighting for the church. In the longer term, 
we would like to refurbish Maison Pierre Chanel, 
when we have the means.

Your financial help  
is precious to us. 

It’s crucial for the life and mission 
of Notre Dame de France. 

I count on you!

On 12 January 2020 
the BBC published a beautiful article 

on one of the clients of the Notre 
Dame Refugee Centre. 

 
On the Internet it had  

3 million hits! 

This is the link:

bit.ly/NDRCsunny
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